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American Indian Movement 


FOR NEARLY 9 WEEKS, the news media has cooperated with the Federal Government to 
seal Wounded Knee off to the general public. Upon Government orders, newsmen with¬ 
drew from the hamlet of Wounded Knee during the month of March; isolating the Oglala 
Sioux from the majority of the American people. 


The Oglala Sioux leadership in Wounded Knee, recognizes that national attention must 
be refocused upon the human struggles of the Independent Oglala Nation. They have 
chosen this time for non-Indians to stand with Wounded Knee 

-to express support and solidarity for the American Indian struggle 

-to focus national attention on the real story of Wounded Knee 

-to bring food and medical supplies to the beseiged people in Wounded Knee. 

How You Can Help 

If you can go to Wounded Knee, this is the time to do it!! ! 

CONTACT: D.C. Wounded Knee Defense Committee at the Community Bookshop, 2028 
P. St., N. W. to obtain details on how you can get there and what you will need. 


Saturday, April 28, at 1 p.m. people from all over the area will assemble at the White 
House to show our support for the Survival March and the American Indian struggle. 


J WOUNDED KNEE BENEFIT 

L Biograph 2819 M St., N.W. 
Sun., April 29 12:30 p.m. 


BILLY JACK -- Native American 
Vietnam Vet brings the war home 
in defense of tribal lands. 



J 


D.C. WOUNDED KNEE DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
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The Struggle Has Just Begun... 

WHAT IS WOUNDED KNEE... 

Wounded Knee is the struggle for the Oglala Sioux peoples' right to self-determination. 
Wounded Knee expresses the needs and wishes of the Indian people for their land under 
their own government. Most importantly, Wounded Knee is not an isolated incident; it is 
only the most recent example of the Indian peoples' resistance to outside domination. 
The struggle for an Independent Oglala Nation deserves our strong and firm support. 


WHY WOUNDED KNEE... 

Poverty, poor housing, inadequate water and health care, as well as a corrupt and dishonest 
tribal government in the form of the Bureau of Indian Affairs are the leading causes of the 
struggle at Wounded Knee. 

The Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organization, having failed to obtain results on specific 
complaints of ill treatment by the U.S. Government, called in the American Indian Movement 
(A.I.M.) in February. More than 80% of those who came into Wounded Knee are Oglala Sioux, 
and enjoy the support of the local people. 

THE SITUATION AT WOUNDED KNEE... 

THE SITUATION AT WOUNDED KNEE... 

Wounded Knee is now eight weeks old. It is still surrounded by a federal force of FBI agents, 
BIA police, federal marshals and Government-organized vigilantes who have fired over 100,000 
rounds. "People would wake up with bullets lying under their beds," an observer said. 
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The Government strategy has been to establish a stranglehold 
around the Independent Oglala Nation to starve the people into sub¬ 
mission. Federal officials have harrassed and arrested people travel¬ 
ing toward Wounded Knee with food and medical supplies from Oregon to 
North Carolina. 


The consequences of the Government’s actions are predictable. A 
group of health workers who are on the Pine Ridge Reservation have had 
this to say: 

"There are now approximately 300 people in Wounded Knee who have 
been subjected to systematic starvation during the past several 
weeks. In addition, ruwdri^ater has been shut off and on in an 
arbitrary way, forcinKffte men, women and children inside to use 
contaminated watat^3©urces. Fuel for heat is gone and sanitation 
facilities argifleaking down. Older people, children and infants 
have pneug^^f?over 100 people htffce influenza or bronchitis; the 
typhoid fever arf^it^patitis hangs over the entire 

Short^before dawn Tuesdg^^ril 18, 2000 pounds of supplies were 
parachuted into Wounde^gSee; THE FIRST SUCH SUPPLIES IN NEARLY A MONTH. 

THE GOVERfi^felT RESPONI^ 

The Government’s response-^ tfle air^t was to shook the people who 
were gathering in the food and sitejtffis dropped ^jSjlfhe planes. Fol¬ 
lowing the Government attack, tfhe\ntire area «§LwStinded Knee has again 
been sealed off to all medi^^V 

Hardly had the ink dried on th^Aprir 5 agreement, when the Nixon 
Administration imposed new and dj^fl^ent conditions not included in the 
original agreement. Just as the’WAtitude of treaties signed by the U.S. 
Government have been openly^jj^ored and broken, the Government continues 
to deny the rights of thi^ftdian people by violating the conditions of 
the agreement signed on April 5. The Government seeks to distort the 
realities of the situation at Wounded Knee. 


WOUNDED KNEE is a battleground where again the American Indians stand 
strong on their demands to be left in peace, continuing a way of life 
that holds sacred a peoples' respect for the land on which they live. 

They continue to struggle to preserve this right. 

IT HAS BEEN THE NATURE of the U.S. Government to try to annihilate a 
people rather than to make a just and true peace. All other issues have 
grown from this issue — the right of self-determination. The sovereignty 
of Native Americans, already grossly infringed upon, is not to be debated 
—only supported in the fullest sense. 


CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED 

Send checks or money orders to: WOUNDED KNEE DEFENSE FUND, 
c/o The Community Bookshop, 2028 P St., N.W., Wash. D.C. 20036 
Collection containers are located thruout the D.C. community or 
drop it off at the Community Bookshop. 


D.C. WOUNDED KNEE DEFENSE COMMITTEE 














The Struggle Goes On.....67 Days 

As the U.S. Government tightens its stranglehold around the hamlet of Wounded Knee, the 
Oglala Sioux peoples’ struggle for self-determination begins its third month. 


Led by the Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organization (OSCRO) and the traditional chiefs and 
headmen of the Oglala Sioux, with tactical support from the American Indian Movement 
(AIM), the Independent Oglala Nation (ION) continues to demand that the U.S. Government 
establish a Presidential Treaty Commission to investigate government violations of the 
Treaty of Laramie of 1868 and 371 other treaties, and that Dick Wilson, Chairman of the 
Tribal Council and BIA puppet at the Pine Ridge Reservation be ousted. Government nego¬ 
tiators have refused to address these demands seriously. The people of Wounded Knee 
intend to remain in the hamlet until the Government commits itself to an investigation of 
treaty grievances. 

Treaty Provisions 

The Treaty of Laramie, if strictly adhered to, would affirm the status of the Oglala Sioux 
as an independent and sovereign nation, and would uphold the rights and property holdings 
of all of the land from the sacred Black Hills of South Dakota to the Missouri River, pre¬ 
cisely restricting non-Indian use of the land, mineral and water rights, and labor so that 
economic, cultural and social exchanges would be fair and equitable. 
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Limited Negotiations Reopen 

Friday, May 4, limited negotiations between the ION and the Government resumed. These 
concern the burial of Buddy Lamont, an Oglala Sioux, at Wounded Knee. The Government 
reportedly will allow the burial, but will permit only a small, restricted group of 8 or 9 
mourners into Wounded Knee. 

The other issue concerns the supply of food into Wounded Knee. Spokesmen in the hamlet 
report that only a 3 to 4 day supply of rice, oatmeal and beans remain. A tentative agree¬ 
ment has been reached on medical supplies, allowing for. a delivery once a week. However, 
water, electricity and phone service into Wounded Knee remain cut off. 

Government Fortifies 

Despite negotiations, the Government continues to strengthen and fortify its forces. An 
agreement between Dick Wilson and the Government was reached April 27, one day af¬ 
ter the murder of Buddy Lamont; Wilson's goon squad was deputized. Their knowledge 
of the trails leading into Wounded Knee serves to reinforce the Government's attempt 
to starve the people of the Independent Oglala Nation into submission. 

Federal marshals, FBI, BIA police and Wilson's "deputies" are armed with M-16's. 
Fifteen armored personnel carriers routinely patrol the perimeters. Nausea gas and 
tear gas are being stockpiled (Military use of these gases was banned by the Geneva 
Protocol of 1925. The U.S. has never ratified this agreement and has used these gases 
extensively in Vietnam.) There are reports that units of the Special Forces, the 82nd 
Airborne, and 2 units of the Wyoming National Guard are on standby close to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation. The people of Wounded Knee feel that Government forces are 
ready to invade the Independent Oglala Nation. According to Richard Hellstern, deputy 
assistant U.S. attorney, "The use of force always has been an option, and still is." 


The Treaty requires that any changes of relationship between the Sioux Nation and the U.S. 
Government be approved by the Sioux Nation (Article 12). Without the consent of the Sioux 
Nation, Congress passed the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 which ended the tribal own¬ 
ership of land and firmly established Dept, of Interior, and ultimately BIA control over the 
Sioux Nation. Dick Wilson is a representative of this BIA governing structure. He was 
elected with the strong support of the white ranchers who lease (and exploit) Indian land 
and the BIA bureaucracy. 

Reservation Indians charge Wilson and his organization with serving the white interests 
of the Government and white land and mineral speculators at the expense of the Oglala 
Sioux. Indian land rights were sold to white ranchers, real estate, and mineral specu¬ 
lators through the years. Attempts to recall Wilson all but failed. Wilson refused to 
convene the tribal council meetings and launched reprisals against the supporters of 
the recall action and OSCRO. By late February, OSCRO, endorsed by 14 of the 18 tribal 
chiefs, representing 6 of the 8 districts on the reservation, chose to launch a dramatic 
action. A nonviolent march to Wounded Knee, and an occupation of the hamlet was under¬ 
taken that morning to highlight the plight of the American Indian. At this time, the OSCRO 
leadership appealed to AIM for help in their occupation. 


Information 

Contributions Needed 

regarding the situation at Wounded 

Knee & future meetings may be ob¬ 
tained on the Community Bookshop 
•bulletin, board cjr by calling Switch¬ 

WOUNDED KNEE DEFENSE FUND 
cl 0 The Community Bookshop 

2028 PSt. N.W., Wash. DC 20036 

board, 333-5£)90. 
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The Struggle Continues 

WOUNDED KNEE 



On May 5, 1973, American Indians of the Oglala Sioux and other tribes 
ended the seventy-one day liberation of Wounded Knee, South Dakota. Two Indians 
had been killed in the battle to regain land that was legally and historically 
theirs. The fighting ended as the government agreed to establish a Presidential 
commission to review the Treaty of 1868 , which granted the Indians extensive 
lands in South Dakota. Despite armed government attacks and racist slanders in the 
nationwide press, the Indians had the sympathy and support of 757<.of the American 
people. 

American Indians suffer the highest unemployment rate in North America. 
Their infant mortality rate is three times the national average. The average 
family income at Pine Ridge Reservation, which surrounds Wounded Knee, is $900 
a year. Can anyone doubt that the Indians had a right to rebel, and to declare 
their own nation? The brothers and sisters at Wounded Knee were doing what was 
necessary in a long struggle to regain their rights as a sovereign people. 

Right now, the Nixon government has brought charges against more than 
130 of the participants in Federal, County, and B.I.A. courts. The defendents, 
including leaders of the American Indian Movement (AIM), face possible sentences 
as high as 180 years! 

What right does the Watergate government have to try poor people who 
are fighting for their rights? Who are the real criminals, Nixon and his buddies 
or AIM? In fact, recent disclosures have shown that the government used illegal 
wiretaps to spy on the Indians. 

Right now, the people of the U.S. are coming under increasing attack. 
Prices have skyrocketed while wages remain just about frozen. Layoffs go on 
and unemployment goes up and up. Police-state government tactics are becoming 
commonplace. The government would like to defeat the Indians in court for the 
benefit of big business, such as the big oil monopolies who are trying to steal 
Indian lands for the coal and shale oil. This coin has two sides,however - if 
the defendents can win, it will be a warning to the government and a victory for 
all poor and working people. 

Now is the time to demand: 

Stop the Racist Frameups! 

Free the Wounded Knee defendents! 

No More Broken Treaties! 

(LABOR DONATED) 
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£ Three Point Program 


This Three Point Program provides a strategy for a nationally-coordinated 
attack on powerful financial and political interests, which have used the 
U.S. Government to take advantage of Native Americans for more than a cen¬ 
tury. It will require strong committment and wide support to win against 
these interests. Indian rights of sovereignty, self-government, and a de¬ 
cent means of living in accordance with traditions and beliefs will not 
come easily. Without massive public pressure, the government will simply 
continue its present treatment of Indians, a continuing shame to all, and 
a continuing profit source to a few. 


1 . 


A TREATY COMMISSION (Senate Committee on Foreign Relations) 
should examine the 371 treaties the U.S. 
has made (and broken) with Indians. All 
treaty rights should be enforced. The 
Great Sioux Nation and other tribes should 
receive control of their treaty-determined 
land. 


2 . 


REPEAL THE INDIAN REORGANIZATION ACT OF 1934 (Wheeler-Howard Act) 
is and has been a major weapon used in rob¬ 
bing Indians of their land, setting up white 
controlled governments on many reservations, 
and establishing tribal constitutions which 
offer no real protection against sale and 
wholesale lease-out of tribal lands. 


3 . 


REMOVE THE BUREAU 
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OF INDIAN AFFAIRS from the Department of the 
Interior, restructure it as an independent 
agency, controlled by and accountable to, 
Indian people; audit the BIA records and 
make reparations for the many crooked land 
deals; cancel BIA-sanctioned non-Indian 
leasing of Indian land. 


Analysis and fact sheets are available about each of the three points. Write 
American Indian Movement, 553 Aurora, St. Paul, Minnesota 55103. 


SEND CONTRIBUTIONS FOR LEGAL DEFENSE 


LOCAL SUPPORT/INFORMATION 


Wounded Knee Legal 

Defense/Offense Committee 
P.O. Box 255 

Sioux Falls, So. Dakota 57101 


D.C. Wounded Knee Defense Cmte 
Box 21026 Wash. DC 20009 

Call (202) 783-1060 & ask for 
Jack Schwartz, John Walsh or 
Suzanne. 






